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DESIRE and CONSEQUENCES
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[ was beginning to think the R
literary world had given up ,
on sincerity. Too often these
days, love, desire, lust, and
obsession are treated with the
winks and eye-rolls of cynicism
or comedy. The fallen stock in
genuine emotion makes Garth
Greenwells debut novel, Har
Belonps to Yon (FSG), that much
more of a trinumph. Greemwell
strips his narrator naked and
opens the window onto that
awkoward, lonesome continent
where urges to connect battle
with impulses and longings
o touch, possess, or just get
off with another being. In this -
way, the novel takes its place on 4 rare shelf of fiction that includes
James Baldwin® €iovmmiy Roow and André Aciman’ Call Me by Yor
Nawse. The story follows the tense relationship berween an American
teacher in Sofia, Bulgaria, and a needy, handsome hustler named
Mitko, Greenwells gt;rgd:mls. rodming prose untung]::'!: uesHons of
transaction, identity, cruelty, and just how much of knowing a stranger
i willful inventon. Along the way, certain observations— " Words in a
foreign language never wound us like words in the linguage o which
we're born™—strike so deep, they blegd. —CHRISTOPHER BOLLEN

AGTEN DA6GT

-u-n—m.n._.u________.__—-—'——_

AINER

=L F

Art War

Tigether, art aud fachion o
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Personal Ellects

Photographer Catherine Opie is known for her seemingly disparate interests; some
of her most famous series have been of S&M enthusiasts and high school foothall
plavers. Bur Opick work is united by a desire to chip away societys one-dimensional
imagining of her subjects. So she seized the opportunity when Elizabeth Taylor,
shortly hefore her death, invited Opie to photograph her Bel Air mansion at 700
Nimes Road, *T started to think about portraiture that didn’t necessarily show the
person, but that was uiterly about the person in a more in-depth way,” Opie says.
“With someone as iconic as Elizabeth Taylor, what does it mean o slowly reveal
her through her home?” In January, a show of 52 photographs will open at MOCA
Pacific Design Center, including images of Taylors densely packed closer and her
jewels. Meanwhile, Opie herself has a busy calendar, with openings the same month
at the Hammer Museum in Los Angeles and Lehmann Maupin in New York, —RS.




